MOMENTUM

OPPOSITION

Acts 16:1-5
Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman whao was a believer, but
his father was a Greek. He was well spoken of by the brothers
at Lystra and lconium. Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and
he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in
those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greel.
As they went on their way through the cities, they delivered to
them for observance the decisions that had been
reached by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem.
So the churches were strengthened in the faith,
and they increased in numbers daily.

OPPOSITION COMES AS
CossIP

Acts 16:11-13
Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they
received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures
daily to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed,
with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men.
But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word
of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too,
agitating and stirring up the crowds.

OpposITION COMES AS
PASSIVE-AGRESSIVE

Acts 16:16-18

As we were going fo the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl
wheo had a spirit of divination and brought her awners much gain by
fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, crying out, “These men are

servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of

salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having
become greatly annoyed, turmed and said to the spirit, °| command

you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”
And it came out that very hour.

OppPosSITION COMES AS
ATTACKS

Acts 16:19-24
But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they
seized Paul and 5ilas and dragged them into the marketplace before
the rulers. And when they had brought them to the magistrates,
they said, "These men are Jews, and they are disturbing our city.
They advocate customs that are not lawful for us as Romans
to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to
beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows
upon them, they threw them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep
them safely. Having received this order, he put them into
the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.

OPPOSITION COMES AS
RULES

Acts 18:12-13
But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united
attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal,
saying, "This man is persuading people to worship God contrary
to the law.”



